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70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ ] the international application as originally filed 
|/\| the description: 



1-29 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 



1-35 



as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/8-8/8 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



„, filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

TTiese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 
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□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I the description, pages 

I the claims, Nos. 

I the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets whicli have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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1 V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. 


Statement 














Novelty (N) 


Claims 


7, 9-20, 


22, 23, 25, 


30 


YES 






Claims 


1-6,8,21, 


24,26-29,31 


-35 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


7, 9-20, 


22, 23, 25, 


30 


YES 






Claims 


1-6, 8, 21, 


24,26-29,31 


-35 


NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 




1-35 




YES 1 






Claims 








NO 



Citations and explanations 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: EP-A-0 731 344 (YAMATO SCALE CO LTD) 11 

September 1996 (1996-09-11) 
D2: WO 02/29369 A (CHEMSPEED LTD; METZGER FRANZ 

(CH) / FRANK PAUL (CH) ; GUELLER ROLF) 11 April 
2002 (2002-04-11) [cited in the application] 

1.1 The general principle of dosing a substance using a 
plurality of individually emptiable substance 
compartments, as defined in claims 1 and 26, is already 
known in the prior art, for example from the publication 
Dl (see example 1, figure 1) . The receiving device (1) 
comprises compartments (2, 3a-d, 4a-d) with emptying 
devices (5, 6, 8), and scales (7). The compartments can be 
emptied individually, and the emptying is controlled 
according to the amount determined by the scales. 

In said prior art, the scales are not connected directly 
to the vessel that is to be filled, but to the receiving 
device. However, it clearly serves to determine the amount 
of substance to be dosed, and thus also to determine the 
amount that is actually dosed. 

The device according to claim 1 and the method according 
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to claim 26 do not therefore meet the requirements of 
novelty (PCT Article 33(1) and (2)). 

1.2 The additional features of dependent claims 2-6, 8, 
21, 24, 26-29 and 31-35 are also already known from said 
prior art. (Since the filling of the substance 
compartments per se is not defined in the claims, a "pre- 
filled ,/ compartment (claim 4) does not differ from the 
compartments according to Dl . ) 

2. The available prior art contains no suggestion as to 
the features of the special embodiments of the 
compartments according to dependent claims 7, 9-20, 22, 23 
and 25, which are concerned with the problem of dosing 
small amounts of substance for laboratory purposes. The 
same applies also to method claim 30. These claims 
therefore meet the requirements of PCT Article 33. 

3 . Additional observation 

It follows from the description that the device of the 
present application functions according to a quite 
different dosing principle than that of publication Dl . In 
Dl, prior to the emptying of the first substance 
compartment, the number of compartments to be emptied is 
determined according to the measured weight in the dosing 
device. In the method of the application, after every 
dosing step, the weight is measured in the vessel that is 
to be filled, and the number of compartments still to be 
dosed is determined therefrom. These differences with 
respect to the prior art cannot, however, be found clearly 
in claims 1 and 26. 
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